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[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]Take a look at the English bulldog on the left.  English bulldogs are short and stocky, and they have a tremendous under bite.  Now look the greyhound on the right.  They are tall, slender, and sleek—dogs built for speed!  Although the bulldog and greyhound are different breeds, they are members of the same species.  For thousands of years humans have selectively bred dogs for certain traits and with specific tasks in mind.  In fact, humans have developed more than 100 different dog breeds.  Did you know that dachshunds were originally bred to follow foxes into foxholes?

Choose a dog breed and use the internet to research and create an informational poster that contains the following information about your breed:


A. Define Selective Breeding: In a sentence, explain how dog breeds are an example of selective breeding (3 points)
B. Breed’s Characteristics: What are the breed’s unique characteristics? Describe your dog breed. What makes it different from other dog breeds?  (5 points)
C. Origin: What job was your type of dog intended to perform? (5 points)
D. Fitting Characteristics: How do the dog breed’s characteristics make it well suited for its job? Look at the answer you got for letter B. Why is your dog so good at that job? (10 points)
E. Health Issues: Does this type of dog tend to have any health problems?  If so, why might it have these problems, and how can they be corrected?  Does their problem have anything to do with how they are bred? (5 points)
F. Images: Include illustrations (a picture) of the type of dog you researched. Use google images if you don’t like the picture on the page (or include a picture of your own dog!) (2 points)
Total of 30 Points Possible!
The websites listed below have hundreds of different dog breeds you can choose from—once you choose a breed, do a more concentrated search to find the required information. If you cannot find the dog breed you want to research you may do a search on google, but I would highly suggest picking a dog from one of these sites.

Helpful Websites:


http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/abc.htm


http://www.akc.org/breeds/recbreeds/breeds_a.cfm
Please either print or share your poster with me. We will have a competition for “best poster” in which the winner will receive extra credit towards the project.

Example:



Although a rat terrier is a small dog, ranging from 4 pounds (toy sized) to 35 pounds (standard sized), its body is solid muscle. The ears of rat terriers are upright most of the time especially when they are alert, although they can tip their ear down.  The coat color of the rat terrier can vary. It can be a combination of the following: red and white, tri-spotted, solid red, black & tan, blue & white, and red brindle. The rat terrier is a playful, energetic, hyper, dog. They are also a good watchdog and very protective of their territory and owners.








